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Abstract: The purpose of this assignment is to identify and apply some criteria with the aim
of evaluating the textbook used in a particular teaching context. In the first part, there is a
description of the current teaching and learning situation with reference to learners’ profile,
their needs and preferences, the aims and objectives set by the official curriculum and some
constraints. In the second part, there is a presentation of the textbook to be evaluated with
reference to its internal and external characteristics. Then, in the third part, there is a brief
literature review on textbook evaluation with reference to its phases, methods and the
prioritizing criteria for it. In the 4th part, there is a presentation and justification of the
textbook evaluation criteria, while in the 5th part, there is implementation of the textbook
evaluation criteria. Finally, there is a conclusion, summarizing all the theoretical and practical
concepts mentioned in the previous stages and presenting the final results of the particular
textbook evaluation.

1. Description of the teaching/ learning situation.
a. Learners needs — preferences

The EFL learners are 16 Greek students (9 male and 7 female ones) aged 12 to 13 years old,
attending the first grade of a Greek junior high school. All learners are monolingual and they have
been learning English from the first grade of primary school. At the same time, they have a quiet
positive stance towards English as a foreign language and they are really motivated to participate
actively in the whole learning process. Their competence level ranges from intermediate to upper-
intermediate (B1-B2) according to the CEFR (2021). Moreover, their needs and learning preferences
have been investigated through their teachers’ needs analysis via a questionnaire as such kind of
knowledge is of paramount importance for the appropriate design and development of a course
(Brown, 1995; Richards, 2001; Davies, 2006). While answering it, learners stated that they preferred
speaking and listening, while their favorite mode of working was group- pair work. Additionally, they
expressed their interest in using technology and web tools and playing games in the EFL class. Also,
they supported that they preferred learning by doing and not memorizing or dealing with drills.
Finally, technology, applications, daily routine and sports seemed to be the most appealing topics for
them, while they claimed that they mostly learned English in order to interact and communicate with
others and find a good job (extrinsic motivation, Dornyei, 1998) (see Appendix I, p.IV).

b. Aims and objectives of the curriculum for A’ Grade of Junior High School

According to the CEFR (2001), B1 learners are required to comprehend familiar topics to them,
communicate with others effectively, produce brief meaningful texts, narrate their experiences and
describe facts, and justify their opinions using suitable arguments (see Appendix Il, p.V). Also,
according to the Newslearning system, EFL Learning includes differentiated instruction, the use of
multiliteracies, mediation and alternative assessment (Dendrinos & Karavas, 2013).

c. Presentation of the textbook to be evaluated

The coursebook used in the particular level is called ‘B1 for all’. It is composed of 20 units, each
one of them divided into two lessons, including reading, vocabulary, grammar, writing, speaking and
listening, while at the same time it is accompanied by a grammar-oriented book and a writing book.
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As mentioned in the book (Illustrated in Appendix 11, p.VII11), it is an exam-oriented book, whose aim
is to prepare learners to take part in B1l-level exams. For the above reason, it focuses mostly on the
proper and appropriate use of vocabulary and language, reading and listening comprehension instead
of creative tasks, interactional activities, such as role playing and games. Thus, the common European
framework of reference’s goals are met, while communicative competence, mediation and cultural
awareness are focused on. Finally, there are no differentiated activities for learners, as they are all
provided with the same activities that focus on achieving a specific language skill.

d. Teaching context (constraints and teaching style)

Regarding the particular teaching context, there are various constraints to deal with, such as time
availability, technological equipment and class size (Karavas, 2004) (Appendix IV, p.IX). To begin
with, lessons are held three times a week for 45 minutes a time, which is an inadequate and limited
amount of time for the appropriate preparation of learners for B1- level exams by the end of this
school year (time allowance). Additionally, there is limited space in class and the sitting arrangement
is fixed because of it. Finally, the technological equipment is poor and usually, there is no internet
access, causing trouble leading the teacher to make any necessary changes. Regarding the
teaching style, the teacher is seen as a facilitator, collaborator, consultant and non- directive
(Kullman, 1998; Richards, 1990: 15) who takes into consideration learners’ needs, interests and
preferences (Rogers, 1999), respects their need to participate actively in the whole learning process,
while at the same time assigns a learner-centered character to the course, since the aims, goals,
material development are determined based on their special needs. Also, she uses team/ pair-work
activities (Brookfield, 1995) and communicative tasks, integrates technology in the learning process
and aims to improve their social and interactional skills (Bailey et al., 1996; Farrell, 1999) and
develop their autonomy and learning independence (Richards, 1998) (Appendix 1V, p.1X).

2. Literature review on textbook/ material evaluation

According to Rea-Dickins & Germaine (1992), evaluation is an ongoing, systematic and principled
process (Alderson, 1992) aiming to collect all the necessary information in order to make proper
decisions and improve educational practices. Evaluation can be product-oriented (the focus is on the
goals and objectives of a program), static-oriented (the aim is to determine the effectiveness of a
course), process-oriented (the focus is on the manner according to which decisions are made and
teaching takes place) and finally, decision- facilitation (educators evaluate themselves). According to
Weir & Roberts (1994: 41-2) there is no unique or suitable evaluation process of a course, while there
are many reasons why it should take place. First of all, according to Seyed (2016: 5) evaluation should
be held in order to provide feedback to the stakeholders to make decisions. Additionally, it contributes
to the improvement or change of the whole educational process and it indicates whether learners have
the required knowledge or not. Finally, it assesses the whole course and its final results.

2.1 Evaluation phases/ stages of textbook evaluation

According to Rea-Dickins & Germaine (1992), evaluation is an intrinsic part of the teaching
process, while its purposes can be many, such as accountability (summative evaluation), curriculum
development (formative evaluation), feasibility of a project (baseline evaluation) and teacher self-
development. Summative evaluation is held by the end of a course or a school year and it focuses on
a product/ final result and not on the improvement of the course while its held (Rea-Dickins &
Germaine, 1992: 24). Formative assessment is an ongoing and endless process that focuses on the
strengths and weaknesses of a course and it is held throughout the course in order to make decisions
upon its improvement, so as to be more effective, successful and suit learners’ needs. According to
Boud & Falchikov (2006: 400) both types should be held as the provide precious information for a
course. Finally, baseline evaluation assesses the need for a project and it contributes to its planning,
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while teacher self-development evaluation offers teachers the chance to receive meaningful feedback
about their own knowledge, skills and performance in the EFL classroom and make any necessary
changes and improvements.

Evaluation is a principled process and there are various steps that should be followed in order to
make it valid and effective. To begin with, planning (who my learner is, what his needs are, who
evaluates what) is the first step, since the teacher-evaluator should define the boundaries of evaluation
and its framework (why, who, when, what procedures/ what aspects will be evaluated), while then he
should start designing the suitable instruments (questionnaire) in order to collect important
information. After collecting it, he should interpret it thoroughly in order to decide about the changes
required. Then, he should analyze findings in order to take action/ measures for the whole teaching/
learning process. Concerning textbook evaluation, it is a conscious or unconscious procedure carried
out by teachers, while it is not held at once (Sheldon, 1987: 245). According to Rea- Dickins &
Germaine (1992) and Breen (1992), there are three phases that should be followed. The first, baseline
evaluation where materials to be used are evaluated, the second, formative evaluation, where the
whole teaching and learning process and the use of materials are evaluated and finally, summative
evaluation, since the outcome of learners’ use of particular material is evaluated through testing,
guestionnaires and self-assessment.

Finally, it was mentioned that learners should take part in the evaluation of a course or material, so
as to make it more effective based on their needs.

2.2 Textbook evaluation methods

Textbooks are not a sequenced collection of activities, but instead they apply the goals set in the
beginning of a course into practice (Nunan, 1998: 210). For this reason, they have a vital role in the
whole teaching and learning process and they should be evaluated. Some of the methods used in order
to collect data are questionnaires, interviews, pupil diaries, recordings and field notes (Hopkins, 1989:
51), while teachers are given many options to do so. For example, they can keep diaries, record parts
of a lesson and compare, observe their colleagues’ classes, ask learners to complete a questionnaire
and discuss with their students about their expectations/ outcomes of a program. Finally, according to
Hutchinson (1987), the priority of an evaluation should be to identify the stakeholders’ or learners’
needs, define the course’s aims and detect any possible constraints.

2.3 Prioritizing of criteria for textbook evaluation- Importance of criteria

According to Hutchinson (1987), teachers should always set some priorities in evaluating a
textbook. First of all, they should describe, identify, define and analyze the principles of a particular
teaching situation, referring to learners’ needs, the goals set by the curriculum and the possible class
constraints. Also, they should determine the evaluation criteria and then, list them in order of priority.
Finally, they should draw conclusions upon the effectiveness of the material and the course.

According to Sheldon (1987), textbook checklists evaluate textbooks in a particular teaching
situation each time, while at the same time they are considered to be descriptive and not prescriptive.
Regarding textbook evaluation checklists, there are numerous among which, McDonough & Shaw’s
(1993: 67-78), Grant’s checklist (1987), Sheldon’s checklist (1987), Cunningsworth’s (1995) and
Breen & Candlin’s Checklist.

3. Presentation and Justification of Textbook Evaluation Criteria- Implementation of criteria

The particular textbook will be evaluated by the teacher- evaluator of the course, both externally
and internally as well.

54


www.eximiajournal.com
https://techniumscience.com/index.php/socialsciences/index

 wImi Eximia Journal
| — )(Imla Vol. 10, 52-86, 2023
‘- lnurnal ISSN: 2784-0735

Www.eximiajournal.com

3.1 External evaluation

In the first part of the particular textbook evaluation, the focus is on external evaluation, which
focuses on the introduction, the blurb and the table of contents of a book. According to O’ Brien
(1999), external features of a book are the ones that somebody can take into account in order to
understand the goals of the coursebook without reading it. Some of them are the cost, the availability
and access to its material, its blurb, content pages, layout and illustrations.

The cover of the particular coursebook (see Appendix VI, p.XIIl) is quite appealing and attractive
to learners as it is blue and white and some children of their age are depicted on it. The title is quite
big in size and bold, while the paper is quite glossy. The blurb of the book includes the content of it,
its main goals, its main and supplementary components and finally, learners’ level of proficiency and
the publishing organization. Regarding the contents page of the textbook (Appendix VII, p.X1V) it
offers learners and teachers the chance to explore the coursebook’s organization and topics to be
discussed. It includes the lessons to be taught, titles of the units and subunits, grammar focus and the
page number where learners can find the particular units, making them at the same time aware of the
length of a unit, while the terms functions/ use, vocabulary, speaking, listening, reading and writing
are missing. The textbook’s topics (shopping, technology) are really interesting to learners, as it was
concluded by the needs analysis carried out, teachable (Cunningsworth, 1995) and appear in order of
difficulty. In the end of every unit, there are some revision pages, revising the vocabulary and
grammar taught in each unit. Finally, the layout is clear and the illustrations and pictures of the book
(see Appendix VIII, p.XVII) show real-life activities/ ideas and not fictional or imaginary (Karavas,
2004), while their colours are very bright and vivid, making them especially eye- catching for
learners. On the other hand, there is no free space provided to learners to take notes, since almost the
whole pages are covered by texts, pictures and exercises.

Moreover, concerning the textbook evaluation checklist (Appendix V, p.X; Appendix [IX,
p.XXI1V), the particular exam-oriented coursebook addresses 16 B1 level learners (CEFR, 2001)
attending the first grade of a Junior High School aiming at taking part in B1-level exams. It is bought
by learners and distributed to them at school every year, while at the same time it is a well-known
best-selling textbook, available at every bookshop. It includes 20 units, each one of them is
subdivided into 2 subunits, including vocabulary in lists (with Greek translations), reading, listening
and speaking activities. It is also accompanied by two supplementary books (Grammar book and
writing book) and audio-visual material, which according to learners is quite interesting to them, as it
has to do with many aspects that concern them in their everyday life. Every unit (3a, 3b) requires six
hours (two weeks) to be taught successfully (45 minutes each time), in case there are no unexpected
obstacles and constraints. Moreover, the textbook includes quizzes and tests in the end of every unit,
so as to revise all the concepts taught and detect learners’ needs or weaknesses so as to replan and
modify the course and set new objectives. Additionally, the textbook and its components is the main
core course and additional material designed and developed by the teacher or learners are used, too.
Finally, the textbook represents a realistic picture of society without any racist or discriminating ideas
and it respects the equality of the two sexes, while it follows the goals (integration of technology,
collaboration, mediation and self-assessment) set by the Greek Ministry of Education. However,
differentiated activities are missing as the book addresses all B1 learners in the same way. but they are
provided by the EFL teacher.

3.2 Internal evaluation

Regarding the internal evaluation (Appendix. V, p.XII; Appendix IX, p.XXV), it is a thorough and
in- depth process that assesses a particular unit of a textbook in detail, so as to indicate if the
assumptions made in the external evaluation are verified or not (McDonough & Shaw, 1993: 75). The
unit of the textbook to be evaluated is the third, including lessons 3a/ 3b (see Appendix. VIII, p.XVI;
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Appendix VIII, p. XX). In this unit, there is integration of most language skills, as in the beginning
vocabulary is taught and practiced and then, speaking (both guided and free) and reading (reading text
and tasks) follows. Afterwards, in unit 3a listening takes place towards the end of the unit, while in
3b, there are speaking tasks instead. Writing is not integrated equally in this book, since there is
another book used aiming particularly at improving learners’ writing skills. Moreover, apart from the
profound speaking and listening tasks, these skills are integrated in other parts, too, such as in reading
comprehension, as learners, listen to the texts they are required to respond and give answers. Apart
from the integration of skills, which is a prerequisite by Common European framework of Reference
(see Appendix. I, p.V), there is task sequencing in terms of their level of difficulty, as learners move
from exercises requiring shorter answers to more open ones, requiring free expression. Also, listening
and recordings are not authentic, but rather act out by performers in the studio, as there is no
background noise, while the vast majority of speaking tasks are not communicative, real-life and
meaningful and there is no collaboration and interaction. (Tomlison, 2016) among learners (only
when the teacher asks them to), but rather they focus on learners’ ability to respond well and complete
them and not engage in genuine interaction and communication. Furthermore, most of the exercises
are related to learners’ needs and interests (music contest, favorite singers) and they address learners
of different learning styles, such as visual and aural, but no haptic to the extent they should.
Additionally, the initial vocabulary exercises of every unit (see Appendix. VIII, p.XVI, ex. 1,2,3,4;
Appendix VIII, p.XX) give a self-study character to the coursebook, as learners can practice on their
own the already taught vocabulary, which can be found above these exercises. Finally, the topics
presented and discussed are quite motivational for learners and appropriate for their needs and
interests (Banegas, 2011), while special focus is given on form and meaning.

4. Presentation of results/ Conclusion

The textbook used by the particular group of learners called ‘B1 for all’, was assessed both
externally and internally, as well. According to the findings of this detailed evaluation, the particular
textbook addresses most of learners’ needs and interests, and their level of proficiency, while it is
well-structured and there is integration of almost all skills (Appendix IX, p.XXIV). Additionally, most
of the objectives set by the Common European Framework of Reference are achieved. Also, its layout
and overall appearance make it quite friendly to learners, while it is accompanied by supplementary
material and books. Finally, all the topics and exercises are presented in a quite positive way and there
is task-sequencing. On the other hand, there is lack of authentic listening input and speaking tasks,
where learners could engage actively in peer and group work, while at the same time there is no real
and purposeful communication. Furthermore, there are no differentiated tasks suitable to learners’
needs and learning styles. Additionally, according to the suitability of materials, there are four factors:
the usability. the generalizability, the adaptability and the flexibility. According to them, materials are
integrated and incorporated in the syllabus, while at the same time they suit the objectives set. Also,
they are useful for all groups and they can be easily adapted when necessary. For example, some
speaking and listening activities, such as videos and recordings can be added before and after reading
texts, or they can be modified in order to become more meaningful and interactional and engage
learners to interact and exchange purposeful ideas. Thus, there is need for future improvement of the
coursebook, so as to serve learners’ needs.

Finally, we must emphasize the important and effective role that digital technologies play in the
field of education and evaluation. These technologies, which include mobile devices (31-39), a variety
of ICTs (40-76), Al & STEM ROBOTICS (77-95), and games (96-99), facilitate and enhance
educational procedures such as assessment, intervention, and instruction. Additionally, the use of
ICTs in conjunction with theories and models of metacognition, mindfulness, meditation, and
emotional intelligence cultivation [100-145], as well as with environmental factors and nutrition,
accelerates and improves educational practices and outcomes more generally, especially in the
assessment and evaluation activities of education [27-30].
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Appendices
Appendix |
Learners’ needs

Age 12-13 years old
Proficiency in English B1- B2 level
L1 Greek Language/ monolingual learners
Academic Level 1st grade of Junior High School
Reasons for learning English 1. Interact with others

2. Find a good job in the future
Attitude to English language Positive stance towards English as a Foreign Language
Previous language experience Learners started learning English when they were in

the 1st grade of primary school
General expectations 1. To be able to communicate with others using
English

2. Tosucceed in B1 exams
Preferred learning styles 1. Leaning by doing/ not memorizing

2. Learning through goup- pair work
Gender distribution 9 male and 7 female learners
Interests Technology, music, daily routine, sports
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Aims and Objectives of the CEFR for the B1-level learners

@

PROFICIENT

Can understand with ease virtually everything heard or read. Can summarise information from different spoken and written
sources, reconstructing arguments and accounts in a coherent presentation. Can express him/herself spontaneously, very fluently
and precisely, differentiating finer shades of meaning even in more complex situations.

USER

Can understand a wide range of demanding, longer texts, and recognise implicit meaning. Can express him/herself fluently and
spontaneously without much obvious searching for expressions. Can use language flexibly and effectively for social, academic and
professional purposes. Can produce clear, well-structured, detailed text on complex subjects, showing controlled use of
organisational patterns, connectors and cohesive devices.

B2

INDEPENDENT

Can understand the main ideas of complex text on both concrete and abstract topics, including technical discussions in his/her
field of specialisation. Can interact with a degree of fluency and spontaneity that makes regular interaction with native speakers
quite possible without strain for either party. Can produce clear, detailed text on a wide range of subjects and explain a viewpoint
on a topical issue giving the advantages and disadvantages of various options.

USER

B

Can understand the main points of clear standard input on familiar matters regularly encountered in work, school, leisure, etc. Can
deal with most situations likely to arise whilst travelling in an area where the language is spoken. Can produce simple connected
text on topics which are familiar or of personal interest. Can describe experiences and events, dreams, hopes & ambitions and
briefly give reasons and explanations for opinions and plans.

A2

BASIC

Can understand sentences and frequently used expressions related to areas of most immediate relevance (e.g. very basic personal
and family information, shopping, local geography, employment). Can communicate in simple and routine tasks requiring a simple
and direct exchange of information on familiar and routine matters. Can describe in simple terms aspects of his/her background,
immediate environment and matters in areas of immediate need.

USER

Can understand and use familiar everyday expressions and very basic phrases aimed at the satisfaction of needs of a concrete
type. Canintroduce him/herself and others and can ask and answer questions about personal details such as where he/she lives,
people he/she knows and things he/she has. Can interact in a simple way provided the other person talks slowly and clearly and is
prepared to help.
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Aims and Objectives of the Greek Ministry of Education

B. AENAPINOY & E. KAPABA
Emommpoviki) emipéheio

ZENOIMAQZZHEKNAIAEYZH A THN MPOQOHZH
THZ NOAYITAQZZIAZ ZTHN EAAAAA ZHMEPA:
MNpooeyyioeig kal MPakTikég di5aokaiiag

ITALIANO

FRANCAIS

GLISH

Mivakag MepleXopEvwv
NPOADIOE
ZYNONOTIKH NAPOYZIAZH TOY OAHMOY TOY EKMAIAEYTIKOY TOMN = T

KE®ANAID 1
TO NEO NPOMPAMMA ZNOYACON MA TIE ZENEEZ FAQEEET

KAl H ERAPMOIH TOY 11
1. H paon Tou vEou NMpoypARHaTOC oTIouSumw 11
2. Ta paowad cuotankd Touw EMNE-ZC 12
3. To ENZ-=r wg epyaieio yia Tov eknaSeuTikd 17

KE®ANAID 2

TO NAAIZIO TOY ENE-ZI KAl Ol NAIAAMOQMNKELZ TOY APXEL 22
1.  ISE0MAOYIKEG KOL MOMTIKES Eyypa@eEg oTa Mpoypdppara EZnouduw 22
2. evikoi oTdyol NG Ynoxpewtkng ExnaiSevong 23
3. Nuwg padaivouy ol padnTEg pac 24
4. O roopog Tou paBnTr) ofjuEpa 27
5. Mati npeEne. va arhater puikad n exnaidevorn) 28
6. O pdhog Tou exnadeunikol oTe oxoheio TOU OTjHERQ 29

KE®ANAID 3

EKMNAIAEYTIKEEZ NPOZEIMIZEIZ TOY ENZ-ZI 35
1.  AogoponompEvn Saokaiia kal pasnon 35
1.1 T eivar n Siagpopontompevn SBaokakia 35
1.2 Baoikég apyeEc yua Tn Swapoponoinon g Saokakiog 36

1.3 Mapdapetpol Supoponoinong g SSaokakiag
2. Nea Matnom kar Maenon peow IxedSacpol
2.1 MNug ko yari Eexkivioe 1 «Néa Masgnon=: AlayEg o
nohharthd enineda
2.2 H noudaywylkr] Twy oAUy pappaniopay kal ny Neéa Magnon
2.3 Neéa Magnom kal oxoreio Tou 210U auiva
2.4 Baokég apyeEc g Neéag paanong
2.5 To MNpdypappa «Masnon péow Exediaopos 45
26 Tunpoopepesl n Masnon Méow Exefuaopod 50

KED®ANAID 4

EXEAIA MASHMATON ETH AOMKH THE «NEAEZ MASHEHE - 71

1. Book£g evvoleg g «NeEag Maanong- 71

2. MNpoypapuuanopdg paSnuarwy Kol SpaoTrpuoTrjTuwy 73

2.1 Tuonpaive: ¥povoddy pappa; 73
NPOZEIMMIZEIE KAI MPAKTIKEE AAATHKANMAT &
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KE®AMAIO 5
TO MAAIKTYO ETO MASHMA THE =ENHE TAOEEAT

@ NSO RN

.
w0
Mo BC

O olryypoveES TEXYOADYIES Kal TO EEVOYAWCoo padmua

To &odikTuo Ko N MpooPopd ToU OToV EXMAISEUTIKD
Amapaitimn n ¥enon Tou SadKToou oTo EEvdyusoo padnua
H afiolnorn Tow SiIadKTiou oTo Eevdyhasoo uanua
Auvapkd SIBaKnKG CEVAPLD KOl OxESO Epyaoiac

0 pdhoc TOU EXMAGEUTIKOU OTNV YINQLaKy) ETIOYN

Wnguakd Iyoselio kol Wrppakd Exnadeunikd Nepleyopevo
Napadelypara Aoyiopkol Kol SIaSIKTUaKuY epyaheion
Mddnom péow oxedoouod (leaming-by-design)

. AOYITUIKS MODaywyrC QoK OEmyY = AOYIOUIKS Tapoumacewy
. Epyaisia mapaywyric mMvakwy oupgppalopévaw [concordances]

Epyaieia Touw SiadkTiou 2.0

KE®AMAID &
H AIAMEZOMAABHIH OQF EMKOINOMNIAKH APATTHPIOTHTA

1.

T kdvoups &Tav SIauecolaBolus

2. Ouanamoswe tou ENZ-ZIN we npoc ™ Suapecolanon

3. Nexc ko yarl va exnadedcoups To padmm yia Ssapecokafnon
4, Oy anamjoele SpacTrooThiTew Kol Sokpomwy Siapedaokanonc
KE®AMAID 7

H AZIOAQTHEIH TOY MAGHTH THE SENHI MTAQEFTAT

1.

Xapakmnplomkd kol Bomkes apyeg Tng ablohoymons

2. AEohGYTION) KoL S1SQKTIKY] TIDaKTIKN
3. Evahuaormen abiohdynon
31 MEBodol kou TEXVIKEC Evabharkmkric AEiohdynong
32 NaopaSeiypara evarrakTikhe ablohdynonc
KE®AMAID B

EPTAMAEIA EEETAZHE

1.

L

XapaKTnploTikd Twy epyaieiwy eEETaomc

EEeTdoeIC OTO ANUOTIKG TYOMEID

EEerdoeic oo MNupvamo

Eyedaoud me eEETaoms

EEeTdoeic ot E£vr yALFoa Kal n ovSeor e 1o KNr
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Appendix IV

Constraints

The institution and the program

Level within the educational | Junior High School (1st grade/ B1 level according to
system the CEFR)
Public/ Private Sector Public School

Role of target language

English as a foreign language

Timetable English taught 3 times a week for 45 minutes each
time- limited amount of time for the appropriate
preparation of EFL learners for B1 exams

Class size 16 learners

Physical Environment

EFL classroom- limited place

Fixed sitting arrangement

Role of L1

Greek is used when necessary or in cases when the
teacher/ learner wants to make comparisons with
his/her L2

Avalability of Resources

Poor technological equipment

Limited internet access

Teacher Factors

Teaching experience

The teacher has experience in teaching and preparing

learners for exams

Methodological competence

1. assigns group-pair work tasks to learners

2. takes into account learners’ needs

Teacher’s Role

Facilitator, collaborator, consultant, non-directive

Time availability for preparation

The teacher needs more time in order to manage

everything so that everything runs smoothly in class

Beliefs about teaching/ learning

1. Learners should be given more chances to
interact and engage in purposeful tasks
2. They

independent learners

should become autonomous and
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Textbook Evaluation Checklist

External Evaluation

Eximia Journal

Vol. 10, 52-86, 2023
|SSN: 2784-0735
Www.eximiajournal.com

1. The textbook includes a detailed table of contents

2. The textbook includes its goals and objectives

3. The textbook includes a list with its supplementary
components

4. The textbook’s contents page includes a detailed
description of the topics to be discussed

5. The textbook’s contents page shows the overall structure
of the book

6. The textbook’s contents page includes grammar focus

7. The textbook’s contents page includes functions/ uses

8. The topics to be taught included in the contents page are
organized in order of difficulty

9. The cover of the textbook is appealing to learners

10. The cover of the textbook includes graphics/ pictures
familiar to learners

11. The title of the textbook is big in size

12. The cover of the textbook is glossy

13. The textbook has a clear layout

14. The illustrations/ pictures of the textbook depict real-life
things

15. The illustrations/ pictures of the textbook depict fictional
things

16. The colours of the pictures are eye-catching

17. The textbook includes extra activities for further practice
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. There is plenty of space in the book for note-taking

19.

The pricing of the book is reasonable/ affordable

20.

The textbook is easily accessible/ available to everyone

21.

The textbook addresses learners’ needs and interests

22.

The textbook is suitable for learners’ level of proficiency

23.

The textbook is taught within a reasonable amount of time

24,

The textbook’s evaluation is mostly summative

25.

The textbook’s evaluation is mostly formative

26.

The textbook follows the goals set by the CEFR

27.

The textbook follows the goals set by the Greek Ministry

of Education

28.

There are differentiated activities suitable to the needs of

all learners

29.

The textbook is accompanied by its supplementary

material

30.

The textbook is accompanied by a teacher’s book plenty of
useful tips / additional notes

Internal Evaluation

1. In the textbook, there is equal integration of skills

2. In the textbook, the tasks are organized and presented
according to the level of their difficulty (easier to more

difficult ones)

3.

The recordings of the textbook are authentic

4.

The recordings of the textbook are recorded in the studio
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The speaking tasks of the textbook are communicative

The activities of the textbook are relevant to learners’

interests (music contest)

The textbook includes pair-group work activities

The activities of the textbook address learners of different

learning styles

The textbook includes some self-study theory and tasks

10.

The topics of the textbook to be discussed are culturally
appropriate for all learners coming from different cultural,
political and economical backgrounds

11.

The focus of the book is on grammar

12.

The focus of the book is on meaning

13.

The textbook is the only material of the course

14.

The textbook is accompanied by further material

15.

The textbook is used by all learners in the same way

16.

The textbook is interesting for learners

17.

The textbook is communicative

18.

The textbook provides efficient guidance to learners when

necessary

19.

The textbook motivates learners to participate actively

20.

The textbook prepares learners successfully for B1- level

exams through its various exam-oriented activities

Appendix VI

The cover of the textbook
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Appendix VII

The contents page of the textbook

73


www.eximiajournal.com
https://techniumscience.com/index.php/socialsciences/index

xlmla Eximia Journal

. I Voal. 10, 52-86, 2023

ourna ISSN: 2784-0735

Www.eximiajournal.com

74


www.eximiajournal.com
https://techniumscience.com/index.php/socialsciences/index

xlmla Eximia Journal

Vol. 10, 52-86, 2023

journal ISSN: 2784-0735

Www.eximiajournal.com



www.eximiajournal.com
https://techniumscience.com/index.php/socialsciences/index

xlmla Eximia Journal

A Vol. 10, 52-86, 2023
Iﬂlll'llal ISSN: 2784-0735

Www.eximiajournal.com

Appendix VIII

Unit 3 of the textbook
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SW,

er the
the questions,

Nh S

: at do the Rictures show?
ho is your favourite singer?

Nhy do You like him / her?

Read the article about

, but that soon
changed. In May that year, this Ukrainian singer took part in
the Eurovision Song Contest in Turkey, gave a spectacular
performance and won the first prize.

Sincethen, heralbum “Wild Dances” has been highly successful
in over twenty-five countries. For ninety-seven weeks Ruslana
was top of the charts throughout Europe.

. Soon afterwards, Ruslana received the
World Music Award in Las Vegas as the best selling Ukrainian

singer in the world. More chart successes followed in Belgium,

the Czech Republic and Greece.

Ruslana’s success in Europe has given this amazing performer
an opportunity to share her musical vision worldwide, From
Siberia, Canada, and Iceland, to Greece, Turkey and even

However, Ruslana remains unique, introducing new and
unusual sounds, inspired by the singing traditions of her native

country as well as by modern pop music.

ack 14

Ruslana carefully and complete the tasks that follow.

Besides her musical successes, social commitment has
been close to Ruslana’s heart. A voice for the people,

, and has always managed to find time tos
those less fortunate than herself. Ruslana has beenorg
and taking part in charity concerts and tours for a nun
years, and when there were terrible storms in westem Uk
in which many people lost their homes, she did much (0@
and comfort the victims.

This year, audiences all over the world have been
to a new side of

_The game includes RS
song, “Wild Dances”, and has definitely proved that liste"
all ages enjoy her musical style.
Millions of Ruslana's fans have been waiting impat®|
her new album, “Wild Energy” to appear on the mar
songs in this album have combined Ruslana's uniqué
with modern African-American music. The resul s
amazing. But it doesn't stop there. People who '
fortunate enough to attend her live shows ha*® '
experience of a lifetime. Ruslana creates an atmosph®
is out of this world. Something wild. Something ened

7
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Which is the best subtitle for this article?

NEW KIND OF MUSICIAN @) A UNIQUE SINGER WITH A GREAT HEART

A TRADITIONAL PERFORMER D. A GREAT WAY TO HELP POOR PEOPLE
— g

/ h Decide if the following statements are True (T), False (F) or Not Stated (N/S).
F N/S

Ruslana was already famous in 2004.

¥ ‘Wild Dances” sold half a million copies in Ruslana's native country.
¥ The album sold more copies in Greece than in Belgium.

Ruslana sang at the Olympic Games in China.

NENEENEE

. Ruslana was a member of Parliament for over two years.

. Many Ukrainian people died in the terrible storms.

HNEEEN

' One of Ruslana's song has been used in a very successful video game.

Most people who go to Ruslana’s shows are very energetic.

ENEENENEE

z c Read the text again and choose the word closest
= in meaning to those that have been underlined.

1. spectacular 3. vision 5. assist
a. traditional a. respect (@) support
b. particular ~ ~ b. sight b. inspire
(c) amazing (c) dream - c. disturb

7 P :

2. award 4‘.‘forg|.\ma‘te 6. combined
a. charity a. impatient i -a. located
prize b. social (b) joined
c. commitment - “(c) lucky . c. distracted

2" Answer the questions. ; Sl b

il

2. What has Ruslana been organising for quite a few years?
She has been organising (and taking partin) charity
concerts and tours (for a numberofyears).

3. What did the video game ‘Grand Theft Auto 4" prove?

It proved. that listeners of all ages enjoy her musicalstyle.

4. What does the article say about the songs in Ruslana'’s

‘Wild Energy' Album? ‘ .
It says that they have combined her unique sounds with__

modern African-American music.

B1 for all - Coursebook
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Listen to five Xtr ] - ; y |
o EXtrac /.\:’I'()III 41i’lk‘"(’l1’i 1
- 1 » LOOK at the 4]“(';\‘”0”5. ’I.’I('I'(’I‘ ny

k S ho e

(feacher's CDI, track 15)

¢ Gaga, a pop star, and choos
OUwill hear each extract twice,

Views wig, Lady
Xample,

€ the Corr

Her influences \
7. Lady Gaga says that she ...
a. has been in love for five years,
b. has not reached all her goals yet, £

3

ot RS

(¢, has found happiness in her success,

8. According to Lady Gaga, the way people iva
(y plays an important part in her music.
b. is not something she often thinks aboyt.
c. does not influence her music much,

/e

~

loqa,,

e nEK NN

Unexpected Behavi
Vio
1. Why was Lady Ga 5 More than just a singer 2
o ecitbr 9. Lady Gaga will help a charity organisation . . 4
(@) She used to sing there. ‘

; a. by singing at a concert for free. (
b. She enjoyed watcehing the performances there.

f— Sh b. by doing some gardening.
ch € used to serve drinks there. @ by doing some painting.
i \
2. Why did Lady Gaga do what she did? 10. What does Lady Gaga think about charity work?
a. The audience thought she was underage. It is necessary.
b. The audience did not like her performance. b. It takes up a lot of time. ‘
(¢) The audience was not paying any attention to her. c. ltteaches young people about the theatre.
What fans think
3. Where is the interview taking place?
a. in Eastern Europe
in the UK
c. InJapan
4. What does Lady Gaga say about her fans?
They like her because she is different.
b. They go all around the world to see her.
: c. They get excited when they see her perform.
The early days -
5. Who was Don Lawrence?
: a. Lady Gaga's manager
Lady Gaga's teacher
c. Lady Gaga's close friend
What did Don Lawrence do?
i He introduced Lady Gaga to a music teacher.
a. s managed Lady Gaga's music business.
5 He encouraged Lady Gaga to write music.
o4
l e behaviour = oupnepipopd e influence = emppor] e goal = oT6X0G e business = en
Vocabu‘l(ﬂry e result = anotéAeopa e improve = BeATidbvw-opal e persuade = melBw o industry = ‘gwl
| s ® sponge = 0pouyydpl e suck = poupd e disabled = avanmpog e facilities = eykata
B o928  BIforall- Coursebook
- = —
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has changed his/her main focus in life’
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ing about Caring
¢ | SPEAKING 30 € fakngs — =

m an international newspaper and discuss the questions that fo|

1. Read these three extracts fro

“Since 2003, ‘
Shakira has been

an ambassador (
for UNICEF and

has also founded . /
“Bare Feet”, an
organisation

which helps 5,000

poor Colombian

ng young
ple about HIV/

children.”

[ — ]

e Can you briefly describe what volunteer work Shakira has done?
e Why should famous people become involved in volunteer work?
e If you were very rich, would you donate money to those who needed it?

(2 Read the extract from an environmental magazine and discuss what you can do to contri!

April 22nd - Earth Day

USEFUL PHRASES
EXPRESSING YOURSELF C .
‘First of all, Firstly, ...
Secondly, Moreover, Furthermore, ... What can you do to help?
| would also/just like to add that ... - organise discussions about the environment at your schoc
Finally, Last but not least, ... - form a volunteer group with your family or friends
-plantat
| think/believe that ... s L

- make a donation to an environmental organisation
- clean up a polluted area

Well, the first/second thing | would do'is ..
In my opinion, To my mind, ...

We cannot ignore the importance of ... - organise a recycling campaign

Another good idea would be to ... = §a3ye water, fuel and electricity in the home
Personally, | (don't) think ... - give away used clothes and things you don't need

: N T T R e e U e o Y T S 7%
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Results of the Textbook Evaluation
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2 |3 |4 |5

1. The textbook includes a detailed table of contents X

2. The textbook includes its goals and objectives X

3. The textbook includes a list with its supplementary X
components

4. The textbook’s contents page includes a detailed X
description of the topics to be discussed

5. The textbook’s contents page shows the overall structure X
of the book

6. The textbook’s contents page includes grammar focus X

7. The textbook’s contents page includes functions/ uses

8. The topics to be taught included in the contents page are X
organized in order of difficulty

9. The cover of the textbook is appealing to learners X

10. The cover of the textbook includes graphics/ pictures X
familiar to learners

11. The title of the textbook is big in size X

12. The cover of the textbook is glossy X

13. The textbook has a clear layout X

14. The illustrations/ pictures of the textbook depict real-life X
things

15. The illustrations/ pictures of the textbook depict fictional X
things

16. The colours of the pictures are eye-catching X

17. The textbook includes extra activities for further practice X

18. There is plenty of space in the book for note-taking

19. The pricing of the book is reasonable/ affordable X
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20.

The textbook is easily accessible/ available to everyone

X

21.

The textbook addresses learners’ needs and interests

22.

The textbook is suitable for learners’ level of proficiency

23.

The textbook is taught within a reasonable amount of time

24.

The textbook’s evaluation is mostly summative

25.

The textbook’s evaluation is mostly formative

26.

The textbook follows the goals set by the CEFR

27.

The textbook follows the goals set by the Greek Ministry
of Education

28.

There are differentiated activities suitable to the needs of

all learners

29.

The textbook is accompanied by its supplementary

material

30.

The textbook is accompanied by a teacher’s book plenty of

useful tips / additional notes

Total:

120/150

Internal Evaluation

=

In the textbook, there is equal integration of skills

N

In the textbook, the tasks are organized and
presented according to the level of their difficulty

(easier to more difficult ones)

3. The recordings of the textbook are authentic

4. The recordings of the textbook are recorded in the

studio

5. The speaking tasks of the textbook are

communicative

6. The activities of the textbook are relevant to

learners’ interests (music contest)

7. The textbook includes pair-group work activities
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8. The activities of the textbook address learners of X
different learning styles

9. The textbook includes some self-study theory and X
tasks

10. The topics of the textbook to be discussed are X
culturally appropriate for all learners coming from
different cultural, political and economical
backgrounds

11. The focus of the book is on grammar X

12. The focus of the book is on meaning X

13. The textbook is the only material of the course

14. The textbook is accompanied by further material X

15. The textbook is used by all learners in the same X
way

16. The textbook is interesting for learners X

17. The textbook is communicative X

18. The textbook provides efficient guidance to X
learners when necessary

19. The textbook motivates learners to participate X
actively

20. The textbook prepares learners successfully for X
B1- level exams through its various exam-oriented
activities

Total: 82/100
Grand total: 202 /250
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