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Abstract: The purpose of this article is to reflect on the relevant theory related to the 

evaluation of a particular learner with learning difficulties (LD).  In the first part, there is a 

short description of the LD learner’s learning profile, while in the second part, there is a non-

standardized test assessing the particular learner in spelling/ written expression. In the third 

part, there is a miscue analysis of the errors the learner made in the test. Then, in the fourth 

part, there is a presentation of the difficulties arising from the mistakes made in the test. 

Finally, there are some aims set in order to improve the learner’s skill that was assessed and 

overcome all the difficulties he/ she may faces, followed by a conclusion, summarizing all the 

theoretical concepts mentioned in the previous sections.  

 

1. Learner’s profile 

 

The particular learner (Mary) is a 9-year-old girl attending the fourth grade of a Greek private 

primary school. In this class, all learners (9 boys and 6 girls) are monolingual and they have been 

learning English since they were in the first grade of primary school. Their competence level is A1 

according to the Common European Framework of Reference (2001), since they can understand short 

phrases around topics familiar to them, as they are introduced to literacy (reading-writing) (Gregory, 

2008), while most of them seem to learn mostly through kinesthetic and visual activities and tasks 

(Woodward, 2001). The book taught is called ‘I51 Incredible 5’ by Express Publishing.  

The assessed learner has been diagnosed with dysorthography since she was 7 years old. 

Regarding English as a foreign language, she shows a quite positive stance towards it and she seems 

to like it. However, she finds writing and spelling quite demanding, as she faces great difficulty in 

them and that is the reason why she skips some of her exercises when they include writing, because 

she understands her weakness in this skill. According to Rowe (2009), the majority of learners with 

LD face mostly difficulties in the written language, while Nijakowska (2010) mentioned that 

especially encoding (spelling) seems to be pretty demanding for them. In general, Mary is a great 

child with low self-esteem, she is introvert but she is always willing to cooperate with others in the 

class activities despite her shyness and stress (Nijakowska, 2010). Additionally, she is mostly a visual 

learner, as watching videos, any piece of Art and flashcards seem to help her significantly in her 

learning. Moreover, Mary needs further time when dealing with written activities and tasks so as to 

remember some spelling tricks/ mnemonics and put them into practice so as to avoid mistakes. 

According to Schneider & Crombie (2003), learners with LD usually have a slower processing speed 

and face difficulties in grammar and rules, while they have poor metacognitive skills (memory) and 

difficulty in managing their time (Liang & Li, 2019).  

Regarding the teacher that is going to conduct the test, she has graduated from the National and 

Kapodistrian University of Athens and has a Master degree in Special Education. Also, she has 

attended a 9-month-seminar on Learning Difficulties in Aegean University. She has been teaching for 

12 years, while at the same time she has taught LD classes for 2 years.  

Concerning the administered test, it is a non- standardized writing test on spelling, held at school. 

The test lasted 20 minutes, while its topic (My family) was quite familiar to learners, as they had 

already done the relevant vocabulary and discussed it in class extensively. According to the assigned 
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test, the learner had to write a letter to her pen friend describing her family. Taking into account the 

learner’s difficulties, the teacher made a short plan on the whiteboard on the structure she should 

follow so as to adapt it better to her needs and strengths and reduce the levels of her anxiety and 

difficulty in writing a text.  

  

2. The Test used for the Assessment of the LD Learner 

 

Learning a foreign language is incredibly useful and interesting for a learner, but it can be quite 

challenging especially for someone facing learning difficulties. Through this term, LD could actually 

mean various Special Education Needs (SEN), while the main types of learning difficulties are 

Specific Learning Disabilities, Secondary Learning Disabilities and General Learning Disabilities 

(Protopapas & Skaloumbakas, 2007). Generally, this term refers to numerous difficulties, such as 

dyslexia, dysorthography, dyscalculia, dysgraphia and dysanagnosia. According to Andreou & 

Segklia (2019), LD learners usually face difficulties in the TL too, since if their spelling is poor in 

their mother tongue it is almost certain they will face difficulties in L2 (Cummins, 1979).  

Regarding testing, there are two types, that is standardized and the non-standardized testing. The 

first one is essential for learners’ academic performance and progress (Amrein & Berliner, 2003), it is 

conducted under specific circumstances and it includes closed- type activities (multiple choice) 

leading to a specific correct answer (Osadebe, 2014). The second category of testing, the non-

standardized one is an unofficial test that focuses on the evaluation of a specific skill, like the 

particular one. Τhis test is criterion- referenced and it is going to assess the learner’s written 

expression (Coelho, Ylvisaker & Tursktra, 2005).  More specifically, the test will evaluate the written 

text and detect any possible errors (morphological, orthographic, orthographic image, phonological, 

capitalization, punctuation).  

 

The transcript is the following: 

Hello, 

My namy is Mary. I am 10 years old. I hav got a cool familly. My bab is Tom and my mam is 

Hellen. My bad is a polic oficer and my mam is a herdreser. We hav a lot of fan together, and we 

wotch many films at nite. I lov them. very mutch and I know they lav me two. On Saturdays, we hav 

dinna together, usually a pizza or suvlake, we lauf a lot.  

Bue for now,  

Mary!! 

 

3. The Miscue Analysis 

After the test, a miscue analysis is presented including a table with specific criteria evaluating the 

learner’s written text (Jacobs, 1981). Its main purpose is to detect and evaluate learner’s strengths and 

weaknesses and help the teacher to differentiate and adapt her teaching accordingly and prepare an 

effective intervention (Antoniou, 2019) so as to serve her learner’s needs and boost Mary’s learning 

self- confidence.  

       Regarding the written text (test), Mary seems to know and put into practice most of the 

grammatic, syntactic and linguistic rules. For example, she applies the subject verb object structure in 

every sentence (‘I am 10 years old.’) as English is a strict word order language, she uses tenses 

correctly while at the same time she knows all the necessary for her writing vocabulary. Also, she 

uses capital letters when necessary (Mary, I..) and she is generally aware of the morphology. 

However, she makes numerous spelling mistakes (hav, two) and she sometimes forgets to use the 
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appropriate punctuation marks (full stop or comma). The particular learner is in the transitional stage 

(Bailet, 1991) as she has morphological awareness and partly knowledge of spelling rules.  

      The following table shows the mistakes, the frequency of errors occurring and the types of 

errors.  

 

 

Word 

 

Morphologica

l 

 

Orth

ogra

phic 

 

Orthograph

ic   Image 

 

Phonological 

 

Capitalizati

on 

 

Punctuation 

 

Others 

    S

ub 

 

O

m

i 

A

dd 

 

 

Trans    

namy    x       

hav  x         

familly  x         

bab    x       

mam   x        

Polic 

oficer 

 x         

herdrese

r 

 x         

fan   x        

wotch  x x        

nite  x x        

lov     x      

them.         x  

mutch   x   x     

lav  x x        
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me         x  

two   x        

dinna  x x        

suvlake  x       x  

we        x   

lauf  x x        

Bue   x x       

TOTAL 0 10 10 3 1 1 0 1 3 0 

 

4. The difficulties and the errors made 

The Miscue Analysis conducted earlier showed that the most frequent errors Mary made in the test 

were orthographic and orthographic image. 

According to Antoniou & Papakostas (2019) orthographic errors are made due to the inappropriate 

use of graphemes in a word, while the difficulties in memory (short/ long-term) seem to affect 

negatively the LD learner’s spelling (Liang & Li, 2019). In this case, Mary’s orthographic errors were 

the following: ‘hav’, ‘familly’, ‘polic oficer’, ‘herdreser’, ‘wotch’, ‘nite’, ‘lav’, ‘dinna’, ‘suvlake’ and 

‘lauf’. Concerning the orthographic image errors, they mostly take place because the learner mainly 

focuses on specific parts of a word, usually its beginning or ending and does not see the word as a 

whole (Glenn & Hurley, 1994), not learning it thus properly. Some orthographic image errors made in 

the particular case were ‘mam’, ‘fan’, ‘wotch’, ‘nite’, ‘mutch’, ‘lav’, ‘two’, ‘dinna’, ‘Bue’ and ‘lauf’. 

Most of these were made because the learner visualized them incorrectly either in the mother tongue 

(mam/ L2- μαμά/ L1) or from memorized printed images (advertisement with some kids having fun 

because of a fan).  

Concerning the phonological errors, there are four categories: substitution, omission, insertion and 

transposition. The words ‘namy’, ‘bab’, ‘bue’ belong to the substitution category as some of their 

letters (eg. ‘e’ in the ‘namy’) are substituted by others (‘y’). Some others (‘lov’) belong to the 

omission category as there is a letter missing (‘lov’ without ‘e’), while finally, there is a word 

(‘mutch’) that belongs to the insertion/ addition category, as there is an additional not necessary letter 

in them (‘t’ in the word ‘mutch’). 

Regarding the capitalization and punctuation errors, they did not seem to be really frequent. In 

some cases only, where the learner should have placed a comma after the word ‘me’ and a full stop 

after the word ‘suvlake’, while she shouldn’t have put a full stop after ‘them’. Finally, she should 

have used a capital ‘W’ in ‘we’ as a new sentence starts, so capitalization was necessary.  

 

5. The aims for the enhancement of the skill assessed  

The LD learner was capable of writing a text about her family following her teacher’s plan/ 

guidance. During the whole process, she seemed to be quite anxious but she tried a lot to remain 

focused on the task and complete it.  
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According to the Miscue Analysis of the learner’s written text/ non-standardized test, the vast 

majority of errors were orthographic. For this reason, the teacher should set some goals so as to 

improve the learner’s writing and spelling skills.  

First of all, the phonetic system of the TL should be taught explicitly to the learner through a wide 

variety of visual and kinesthetic material that will be quite interesting to her (the intervention must 

focus on improving her visual storage so as to decrease the orthographic/ orthographic image errors) 

(Masterson & Apel, 2000), reducing at the same time the number of phonological errors occurring in 

her written texts and improving her spelling and phonological skills (Ganschow & Sparks, 1997).  

Another crucial step would be the adjustment of the whole course to the learner’s needs, strengths 

and weaknesses so as to boost her motivation, self- esteem and confidence. Some adaptations could be 

the slower pace of instruction, clear and fertile instructions and guidance for every writing stage (pre-

while-post) (Gould, 1991), the assignment of more enjoyable and interesting activities, the continuous 

positive reinforcement and finally, creative ways of revising the already taught vocabulary or any 

linguistic structure (Schwarz, 1977). Overall, the teacher should always take into account her learners’ 

interests and design, create and adjust her material according to their age, level and abilities with 

respect to their cultural identity.  

 

6. Conclusion 

The purpose of the particular article was to evaluate a learner with LD based on her written text, 

detect possible errors, analyze them and finally, set some aims in order to improve her spelling, 

intonation and writing skills. During the whole process, it was clear that LD learners usually face 

greater difficulty in spelling than learners without LD because of numerous factors. For this reason, a 

course of action is necessary to be put into practice for both teachers and learners (with and without 

LD) (Antoniou & Papakostas, 2019) so as to decrease their weaknesses, boost their strengths, 

contribute significantly to their better academic performance and improve the whole learning and 

teaching process leading them to successful L2 acquisition.  

Finally, it is important to highlight the productive and effective role that digital technologies play 

in the education sector. These technologies, such as mobile devices (22-30), a variety of ICT 

applications (31-67), AI & STEM ROBOTICS (68-86), and games (87-90), facilitate and enhance 

educational procedures such as assessment, intervention, and learning. Additionally, the use of ICTs 

in conjunction with theories and models of metacognition, mindfulness, meditation, and the 

cultivation of emotional intelligence [91-136], as well as with environmental factors and nutrition [18-

21], accelerates and improves educational practices and outcomes, particularly in language learning 

domain. 
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APPENDICES 

 

Appendix I: Learner’s written text 

 

Write a short letter to your pen-pal about your family using the plan from the whiteboard 

and the vocabulary taught and discussed in class (my family). 
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